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A la recherche d’alternatives. 
Un autre monde est-il possible ? 

 
 
 
Editorial 
Credible alternatives to globalized capitalism 
 
The formulation of alternatives has to be based on good analysis, going beyond the capitalist ideology 
which insists that there are no alternatives and there must be recognition that the market is a social 
relationship. There are two main alternatives being presented nowadays: neo-keynesianism, which 
wants to humanize capitalism (alternatives within the system) and others that are post-capitalist, 
which want to transform it (alternatives to the system). The latter wish to delegitimize the capitalist 
organization of the economy, because it does not provide the material basis for life for all the 
individuals and peoples around the world. There are three levels of alternatives: a utopia that 
mobilizes people for the society that they want to create ; the medium-term proposals, in other words, 
objectives that can be attained but require a long period of struggle ; and short-term alternatives, or 
economic, social, ecological, cultural and political regulation. Although they have profoundly 
different philosophies, the neo-keynesians and post-capitalists can agree on certain concrete issues, 
the former to manage the system, the others to replace it. 
 
 
What alternatives to the destructive aspects of capital accumulation ? 
Samir Amin 
 
The concepts and ideology of modernity crystallized in Europe in the XVIIIth Century, in the era of 
Enlightenment, around three fundamental principles which, up until now, have formed the basis for 
the modern “world vision” and the accumulation of capital. They saw a “natural” convergence of 
individual between collective interests as well as a convergence between the short and long term, and 
a double principle, according to which the human being’s vocation is to dominate nature whose 
wealth was considered as being inexhaustible. Reality has shown that, while capitalist accumulation 
has indeed enabled a prodigious acceleration of the rhythms of history, its logic is based on a 
threefold systematic destruction : of the human being, of nature and of peoples. Polarization and 
commodity alienation are inherent in capitalism. Today we must dare to think in terms of a new social 
system based on equality, solidarity and universality. Plurality of ideas, motivations and visions are 
essential conditions for the necesssary transformation. 
 
 
Imagining a new world by combining past memory and future projects 
Fernando Martínez Heredia  
 
We are living at a time when the basis of social life and of so-called “modern” thought are in crisis, 
from the idea of progress to economic theories, from democracy to the organization of urban living. 
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There have been notable advances in a number of fields in the social sciences, but they are not 
integrated into theories and programmes of global reach. Economic and political domination has 
become globalized and is also trying to impose itself ideologically. The homogenization of opinions, 
ideas and costs, has become an objective but it is encountering increasing obstacles and this is leading 
to what amounts to cultural warfare. It is important to ensure that social thought does not lead to 
anticapitalist aims and strategies of social change. The present dilemma is thus to understand whether 
the gains of social thought will help in liberating human beings or just serve the domination system. 
Some adapt themselves to what the latter permits, while others are stubbornly opposed but adopt 
theoretical and abstract positions which are politically ineffective. Still others reveal the mechanisms 
of the dominating power, in order to fight it. Thus there is a double need, both to recuperate people’s 
historical memory, particularly of liberation struggle, and also to envisage the future. 
 
 
For an alternative of internal social integration 
Pedro Vuskovic 
 
The failure of neoliberal policies in Latin America is evident. There now seems to be two options 
which can be followed. That of “social liberalism” or the “struggle against poverty” which limits itself 
to a claim of “humanizing” capitalism, without questioning its fundamental logic and thus its 
destructive capacity. The opposing option wants to promote a new political and economic alternative, 
but this has still to be constructed. The former, by integrating Latin America into the world capitalist 
economy, will not succeed in eradicating dualization; the latter, by giving priority to national 
development, advocates internal social integration. This conversion project is in the process of being 
sketched out. It is imperative to move from an economy designed for the minority towards one 
designed for the majority, through a substantial redistribution of wealth and a dismantling of the 
causes of inequality. Such a deep transformation cannot be done without a reorientation of the 
productive structure and production priorities, a redefinition of economic and social efficiency of 
activities, and a realistic reflection of the final objective in short-term policies. The viability of a 
strategy of internal social integration, which takes into account the lessons of past failures, depends 
above all on a capacity to confront, at the international level, the economic and military violence of 
the development model that currently prevails. 
 
 
Socialism as a global alternative : a view from the South 
Pablo González Casanova 
 
The restoration  of capitalism in most of the socialist countries of the Third World has radically 
altered their initial objectives of liberation and egalitarianism. The structural changes consist of a 
reorientation of all economic measures that at the present time promote the accumulation of private 
capital, both national and transnational, and the transformation of work into cheap commodities for 
those who do not possess the means of production. Handicapped by the external debt and the 
adjustment policies of the IMF and the World Bank, social policies have been drastically downgraded. 
The case of Cuba does however merit special attention because of its tremendous capacity to resist 
external pressures and the more profound socialist and participative character of its system. At a 
world level, there needs to be a triple strategy that promotes socialism, liberation and democracy : 
solidarity with the countries of the Third World that defend their socialist project ; support for the 
movements in Russia and East Europe that are struggling for democratic socialism ; and a global 
mobilization against exploitation and neoliberalism and in favour of democracy. 
 
Globalization, marginalization of Africa and future prospects 
Hakim Ben Hammouda 
 
Africa, having inherited structures deformed by colonial dependency, went through a period of weak 
growth, mostly in the industrial sector, during the 1960s. However, the region was soon destroyed by 
external deficits and adjustment programmes aimed at remedying the situation in the 1980s. The 
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advent of new technologies has contributed to the marginalization of Africa, changing the pattern of 
international relations. It is suggested that African countries should be inspired by examples from 
Asia. While “ready-made” models must be rejected, it is not unrealistic to draw some useful lessons 
for Africa, particularly the importance given to agriculture and education, the internal market and the 
strategic sectors necessary for the long-term future. A more egalitarian New International Order still 
remains a development requirement for Africa. 
 
 
Towards a citizens’ alternative 
Wim Dierckxsens 
 
The increasingly obvious deficiencies of neoliberalism are opening up new horizons in the search 
after alternatives. Keynesian policies and the planned economies both having shown their limitations, 
what is important today is to explore ways involving regulation, in which viability is more important 
than efficiency. The crisis of neoliberalism has made it more urgent than ever to devise a new way of 
economic intervention which regulates coexistence between private interest and the common good. 
From a citizen’s viewpoint, unlimited maximization of profits can no longer be the alpha and omega 
of economic activity. Regulation must be applied at the very heart of capitalist logic to control its 
speed and depreciation processes. The new social auditing must be guided by the qualitative rather 
than the quantitative, by the value of usage rather than that of exchange. Subordinating the efficiency 
criterion to social needs and private interests to the public good involves a new economic rationality. 
And it is only through globalized regulation that the globalization of the free market can be 
subordinated. 
 
 
Bandung + 50 : a call for a tricontinental dialogue opposing world hegemony 
Kinhide Mushakoji 
 
In 2005, it will be fifty years since the Bandung Afro-Asian Conference took place. The preparation 
of this anniversary could be an opportunity to launch an appeal for a tricontinental alliance of peoples 
to confront the hegemony of the new global colonial order. The first conference of Bandung played a 
historic role for the Third World by sparking off a counter-hegemonic movement which contributed to 
the end of the cold war. These days, when confronted with the economic and military unipolar 
hegemony of the United States, supported by Europe and Japan, the idea of a new anti-hegemonic 
coalition has become imperative. Open to the peoples of the three continents of the South, but also to 
the subordinated and excluded sectors of the population in the North, this alliance should put into 
practice the principles of pacific coexistence, the sovereignty of States, economic co-prosperity, 
cultural solidarity, mutual respect and mutual advantages. This new Bandung of peoples should 
oppose the neoliberal version of the global political economy and the infinitely variable number of 
military and humanitarian interventions of the North which have been globalized in the countries of 
the South. This “Bandung +50” will also aim at delegitimizing the concept of “governance”, in the 
name of which the hegemonic States assume the right to impose so-called universal values. In reality 
their aim is to preserve their own global interests. 
 
 
The participatory budget in Rio Grande do Sul : a political alternative 
Ubiratan de Souza 
 
The participatory budget is a way of combining parliamentary democracy with direct democracy in 
the management of a municipality.  It was developed by the Workers’ Party in the town of Porto 
Alegre in Brazil, and the practice has now spread to cover the whole of the State of Rio Grande do 
Sul. The participatory budget aims at creating a new relationship between the population and the State 
and to promote the participation of people in the management of public affairs in general. This has not 
taken place without a certain resistance. Priorities are established by direct consultation with the 
population and these have been identified, in this State, as agriculture, education and health. The 
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priorities of programmes and policies are then discussed by 22 regional assemblies. Councillors are 
nominated to a Participatory Budget Council, which makes its proposals to the State Parliament, 
which carries out its normal legislative tasks. This experience has proved a political alternative in 
democratic management and in creating a collective consciousness. 
 
 
Document 
 
Globalization from above and from below :  a dialectical process 
Gerrit Huizer 
 
The globalizing process has been creating increasing conflicts of interest between rich and poor, both 
at the local and international levels. This has been creating reactions - sometimes radical - from those 
who, from below, are increasingly adversely affected.   It is now important to update Marx’s theses on 
the role of the bourgeoisie and the expansion of capital and its crisis. The class contradictions have 
not lessened, they have become globalized and are thus more complex. Over the last decades, national 
attempts to develop policies for redistributing land and wealth have usually aborted, for lack of a 
genuine support for more equitable development models on the part of national and international 
elites. At present, as in past times, the bourgeoisie still has its internal contradictions and its cultural 
differences, between “liberals” and “conservatives”, between short-term actors and long-term 
strategies, etc. These divergences need to be carefully studied, as well as potential coalitions with a 
view to creating a society that is socialist, democratic and participatory, as well as a viable world 
economy. Globalization from below has taken off. Its purpose is to build viable alternatives to the 
destructive impact of globalization from above. As they mobilize against a generalized 
commodification, the new peoples’ movements combine economic, political and cultural demands. 
 


