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INVITATION 

European Parliament Conference on an EU initiative on responsible 
sourcing of minerals originating from conflict and high-risk areas 

 
Venue  European Parliament, Room ASP 1E2, Brussels 
Hosted by  MEP Judith Sargentini (Greens/EFA) 
Date  Monday 3 June 2013, 15:00 – 18:45, followed by drinks 

 

 

You are cordially invited to participate in the European Parliament Conference on the (future) EU 

Initiative on Due Diligence/Conflict Minerals, organized by the European Network for Central Africa, 

(EurAc) and the Belgian Network for Natural Resources (BNNR-RBRN) and hosted by MEP Ms Judith 

Sargentini (Greens/EFA). 

The conference will revolve around the question how the EU’s imminent (legislative) proposal on Due 

Diligence in relation to conflict minerals, and the responsible sourcing of minerals from those conflict 

areas can have a positive impact on the ground in terms of long-term stability and development. More 

precisely, the conference’s two sessions will closely examine the following aspects: 

• The possible scope and content of a European proposal on due diligence/conflict minerals 

and the experiences with existing (legislative) initiatives. One of the central questions here is 

how to increase supply chain transparency and sustainability when sourcing minerals from 

conflict areas, by applying Due Diligence requirements, set out, for instance, in the OECD Due 

Diligence Guidance, and applying them to European economic actors; 

• Realising actual positive effects in terms of sustainable development and governance of the 

mining sectors, the local economies, and populations in countries such as the DR Congo, 

Colombia and other areas in conflict or at risk. 

Both in terms of scope and content, the conference can be seen as a follow-up to the seminar that was 

held on 13 March 2013 at the Belgian Senate. Where the seminar on 13 March aimed at kick-starting 

the debate around the EU legislative process, this EP conference will be a next step, as it will build 

upon the seminar’s outcomes, integrate further thinking and reflection and provide a platform for 

presenting concrete recommendations.  

Please RSVP by clicking here, before 27 May 2013. 

We look forward to welcoming you on 3 June.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Judith Sargentini      Else Boonstra 

Member of the European Parliament    Deputy Executive Secretary, EurAc 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1hQua51PPVuV4Ka7NUUX-JV_fbc6a-icU-x9ELdAeWlw/viewform
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PROGRAMME 

15:00   OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION TO SESSION I BY MEP JUDITH SARGENTINI 

State of affairs and context: the need for an EU initiative on Due Diligence and 

Conflict Minerals. What should be the scope and content of an EU initiative? 

15:15 SESSION I – CONTEXT AND CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS  

chaired by MEP Judith Sargentini  

The first session focuses on the possible scope and content of a future European proposal on due 

diligence and conflict minerals.  Experiences with existing certification and traceability initiatives and 

existing legislation (Dodd/Frank Act, EU Timber regulation) will be discussed. Subsequently, we will 

look at how these experiences apply to the EU context, and whether and how these should be 

incorporated in a sensible and decisive EU legislative initiative. 

15:15-15:35 Analysis: The need for a comprehensive and decisive European approach 

Sophia Pickles, Global Witness (on behalf of the European Conflict minerals coalition)  

15:35-15:55 Analysis: Linking EU Due Diligence legislation to the trajectory from mine to smelter 

  Pim Kraan, Focal Point Raw Materials, Dutch Ministry for Foreign Affairs  

15:55-16:15 Reaction: the perspective from the EU 

Elena Peresso, Member of Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht's Private Office 
Signe Ratso, Director, DG TRADE, European Commission    
 

16:15-16:45 Followed by an open discussion with audience: 

How do the Dodd/Frank and EU Timber Regulation  experiences apply to the future 

EU initiative on conflict minerals? 

What is the added value of an EU initiative, in view of existing frameworks such as 

the OECD Due Diligence Guidance? 

Which three elements need to be taken into account for a legislative initiative to be 

successful?  

16:45 10-minute coffee break 

------- 

16:55  INTRODUCTION TO SESSION II BY JOOST VAN PUIJENBROEK, PRESIDENT OF EURAC 

  The link between conflict and minerals trade: a lack of governance 
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17:10  SESSION II – BEYOND LEGISLATION: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, GOVERNANCE 

AND MINING 

Moderated  by  EurAc Secretariat 

In the second session, we would like to go beyond the scope and nature of the EU initiative itself and 

look at the coherence between it and the EUs political relations and cooperation programmes, and 

concentrate on the question of how we can ensure this action has a positive impact on the ground in 

terms of development outcomes. This session aims to present the views of civil society organisations 

and experts from the DRC, in particular. 

17:10-17:30 Understanding the conflict minerals issue from below: the case of Lemera mining site, 

South Kivu 

 Marc Andre Lagrange, DRC analyst, International Crisis Group 

17:30-17:50 Mining in the DRC and the regional perspective: the potential positive impact of a 

regional certification scheme 

 Ferdinand Muhigirwa Rusembuka SJ, Director of Arrupe Research and Training centre, 

Lumumbashi (DRC)  

17:50-18:10 European Union foreign policy and development instruments and governance of the 

minerals sector 

 Guus Houttuin,  Unit II.B.2, Central Africa, European External Action Service (EEAS) 

18:10-18:30 Followed by an open discussion with the audience: 

How can the EU initiative on conflict minerals contribute to sustainable development 

through minerals exploitation and trade? 

How can the EU work with the local authorities to foster better governance of the 

mining sector, in the DRC and in the Great Lakes region?   

How can better governance of the mining sector be included in the EU’s financial 

external relations and cooperation instruments? 

18:30-18:45 Closing remarks by conference chairs 

MEP JUDITH SARGENTINI &  JOOST VAN PUIJENBROEK 

18:45-19:30 Drinks 


