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Et si l’Afrique refusait le marché ? 
 
 
Editorial 
Africa, victim of globalization  
 
The demographic, economic and social indicators confirm the worst convictions of those who are 
pessimistic about Africa. Three analytical models attempt to interpret this situation : one which gives 
importance to the cultural destruction and loss of identity, one that, on the contrary, emphasizes the 
lack of “modernity” that is typical of the continent, and one that highlights the unequal and destructive 
relationships between the Western colonizers and the African peoples. None of these positions really 
provide explanations that can lead to solutions. Some preach a greater integration of Africa into the 
globalization process but, in fact, such integration has been on the continual increase and plays a key 
role in rendering the continent still more fragile. This is particularly the case as regards the 
disintegration of the state under external economic influences. If this is to change, it is necessary to 
overcome the obstacles to restoring equilibrium in Africa by creating the conditions for another 
relationship with the other economies in the world. In this way it will be possible to respond to local 
needs, according to solutions that have been democratically worked out. 
 
 
The political economy of Africa and globalization 
Samir Amin 
 
There are those who attribute the failure of the African continent to the fact that it is only weakly 
integrated into the current world economic system. But they have surely examined the mechanisms 
that govern this integration rather too hastily. For, since the XVIth century, the black continent has 
been integrated into the dominant capitalist economy as, inter alia, a provider of labour � particularly 
through the slave traffic � and of primary commodities � through trade in tropical products and the 
exploitation of mineral resources. Hence its present situation is essentially a consequence of the 
structuralizing logic of this system. As the capitalist economy is based on a paradoxical movement of 
turning back on itself and opening up, the capitalist economy develops an asymmetrical structure in 
which the centre accumulates increasing wealth to the detriment of the periphery which, in spite of 
being integrated into the system and perhaps for this reason, becomes increasingly poor. In this sense, 
the fact of belonging to the periphery and in spite of its contribution to the world economy over 
centuries, Africa has a deficit balance, the consequences of which are pretty disastrous. A decisive 
movement forward, towards the renaissance of the continent, is thus imperative. 
 
 
Globalization, economic challenges and regionalization in Africa  
Mbaya Kankwenda 
There is no doubt that globalization is one of the main characteristics of our time. Nobody can ignore 
or escape it. For some, the process constitutes the path to shared well-being at the planetary level, 
while for others it poses a range of challenges, social, political and economic. For Africa these 
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challenges are enormous and they will be heavily mortgaging its future. They include : the integration 
of the African continent into the world market system and the consequent need to be competitive ; the 
redefinition of the role of the state, the participation of civil society, the formulation of a new 
development paradigm which, going beyond the cumulative imbalance that characterizes the neo-
liberal system, combats against the marginalization of the continent and of individuals. The quest for 
autonomous policies for national and sub-regional development, particularly through regional 
dynamics and social movements, is also a serious challenge. Nevertheless, the bell has sounded for 
African renaissance. More than ever before, Africans, faced as they are with the current upheavals, 
must be courageous and liberate themselves so they can search for their own paths and alternatives for 
another kind of globalization.  
 
 
The political dimensions of Africa’s situation in the world 
Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja 
 
Africa appears to be a continent in crisis as it is being integrated into the current world system. It is a 
multifaceted crisis, in which the failure of the state is one of the more visible aspects. Many African 
states, in spite of having acquired independence, remain loyal to the interests of the metropolitan 
states and are more inclined to meet the requirements of the great world powers and the international 
financial institutions than to satisfy the aspirations of their own people, for their well-being, 
democracy and sovereignty. This situation can only engender poverty, conflicts and violence in the 
form of ethnic wars, rebellions and mutinies, popular insurrections, struggles for the control of 
resources, etc. It is time for African leaders to move beyond the notion of the state as it was inherited 
from colonization and rehabilitate its redistributive and democratic functions. For such a policy to 
succeed it must be based on a careful study of the history of its people, especially the values that 
inspired their liberation struggles : the search after national unity and integration, sovereignty and the 
struggle against dictatorship and corruption. 
 
 
The pan-african aspect of the challenge to neo-liberal globalization 
Bernard Founou-Tchuigoua 
 
The idea of a mega-African state has long fascinated many African leaders. Kwame Nkrumah and 
Cheikh Anta Diop, among others, expressed it in terms of pan-africanism and made it their battle-
horse, both in the struggle against imperialism as well as for the independence of the African people 
and the rehabilitation of their values and cultures. At the present time, in the wake of the profound 
restructuring imposed by globalization, questions are being raised as to the relevance of such a 
project. If Africa is to become more integrated into the dominant economic system, should the 
continent be regionalized or should it constitute a mega-state, capable of taking on the great world 
powers, economically and politically ? For many African progressives, the continent needs to unify its 
forces to extricate itself from the current crisis. Pan-africanism thus becomes more necessary than 
ever. To achieve it, not only must the errors of the past and the traps of neo-liberalism be avoided, but 
it is also necessary to formulate constructive strategies that : recognize the African as a human being ; 
terminate the wars ravaging the continent and their various ramifications ; draw up an alternative 
development scheme (based on regionalism) ; promote education ; elaborate a new concept of the 
state which is responsible to its citizens and carries out a better redistribution of national wealth. 
 
 
Africa in the North/South dialogue 
Makhtar Diouf  
 
In spite of its crises and vicissitudes, the African continent is deeply involved in North/South 
partnerships. However, the rules of the game in these relationships seem to be fixed unilaterally by the 
Northern partners and often to the detriment of the South. This can be clearly seen from the terms of 
the various agreements that have been signed, both in the framework of the European Union, the 
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Commonwealth, and the francophone world, as well as on the fringes of partnerships with the U.S.A. 
and Japan. Far from limiting itself to economic exchanges, North/South co-operation also involves 
common ideas about democracy, good government, respect for human rights, gender, the fight against 
corruption, etc. This is a necessary complement to the economic agreements and, in certain cases, it is 
an absolute requirement. The influence of the North is increasingly determinant. The question then 
arises as to the margin for manoeuvre and expression that remains for the countries of the South, 
particularly in Africa, in the present context of the North/South dialogue. To what extent will African 
countries be prepared to conform and what is the future of such co-operation ? It is thus urgent for 
Africa, not only to start reviewing the various agreements that have been made, but also to consider 
very seriously to what extent it benefits from this dialogue.  
 
 
The euro and the dollar: challenges for Africa 
Sams Dine Sy 
 
The African economies and currencies, its regional financial markets and monetary institutions are all 
strongly affected by their relationships with the strong currencies like the dollar and the euro. These 
effects vary according to whether the economy of a country is linked to the dollar or to the euro : they 
are also a function of the nature and importance of the basic products of that country to the world 
market. However, the presence of both the dollar and the euro on the continent creates some specific 
problems for the African countries. Will the competition between the two currencies make a more 
balanced, even polycentric monetary system possible ? Will the African countries experience the 
same fate as the emerging economies during the “dollarization” process ? Given the influence of the 
dollar on the world market, is the linkage between the euro and the CFA sustainable ? On what 
monetary basis – dollar or euro – can the monetary integration project of the CEDEAO be achieved ? 
While the answer to these questions will depend on world-level developments and negotiations with 
the international financial institutions, it will also depend on the ingenuity of the African peoples. 
 
 
African renaissance, panafricanism and African unity 
Amady Aly Dieng 
 
African renaissance is a fashionable theme in the region nowadays. It is not, in fact,  a new idea : 
some date it from the time of the emancipation struggle of the Black Americans. Use of the term 
spread throughout the African continent during the first steps towards independence of the African 
peoples, who had been fragilized by slavery, crushed by colonization and repressed by dictatorships - 
and who are now suffering from the globalization process. Cheikh Anta Diop talked about African 
renaissance in terms of culture, or even more in terms of language, while Leopold S. Senghor 
emphasized “negritude”. As for Nkwame Nkrumah, he took advantage of the concept to promote the 
political unity of the African continent in the form of panafricanism. The creation of the Organization 
for African Unity (OAU), in 1963, cut the ground from underneath his feet. In spite of its inaction and 
contradictions, the OAU does serve as a framework for the African countries as a whole. It was the 
basis for relaunching the project for African integration promoted by the Libyan President, Mohamar 
Gaddafy. South Africa, recently emerged from apartheid and under the guidance of the African 
National Congress (ANC) - in particular of Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki - is using African 
renaissance as its watchword. It is seen as a policy of both reconciliation and reconstruction, at the 
national as well as at the continental level. 
 
 
The new social movements in Africa and the limits of politics 
Kwame Ninsin 
 
Over the last twenty years there has been a resurgence of social movements in Africa. While they 
used to be concerned with the struggle for the emancipation and modernization of the continent, the 
movements were soon confronted by different challenges facing the African people : the struggle for 
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the land, the gender issue, respect for human rights and democracy and, recently, the role of the state 
in the present context of globalization. This has opened up new fields for action, such as the struggle 
for citizen participation, criticism of public institutions, questioning the role of international financial 
institutions in deciding the destiny of African countries, etc. In spite of their undoubted dynamism, the 
new movements are composed of an incongruous medley of reformers and as they represent different 
classes they cannot accomplish a radical structural transformation of African society. Nevertheless 
some believe their action constitutes a first step in bringing this about. 
 
 
Financing development without external over-indebtedness : the role for the social and political 
movements 
Demba Moussa Dembélé 
 
Development is in crisis in Africa, as it is everywhere else. For some, this is due to the lack of 
recurrent finance, or rather, the absence of generous sources of funding. This view is manipulated by 
the donors as well as those who, in one way or another, want to keep control over the African 
continent and the countries of the Third World as a whole. However the argument is misleading 
because development is not, in itself, a question of money, but a problem of choosing appropriate 
paradigms of organization and social, economic and political management. Africa must get rid of 
traditional development approaches which, imposed from outside, have led to a stalemate, if not 
dependency on its financiers. To do this, it must rely on its own resources. In other words, the African 
continent must make the optimum use of its human, natural and economic potential. There are a 
number of desirable alternatives. For example, Africans should, inter alia, promote democratic 
participation and management transparency in public affairs, the setting up of systems for taxing 
revenue and financial transactions, and encourage the savings of people in their own country and 
among Africans of the diaspora. 
 
 
Strategies for promoting the self-integration of women in economic globalization 
Fatou Sarr 
 
African women, though they have been almost paralyzed by tradition and victims of male repression 
in the past, now have greater awareness of their social, economic and political strength. They are 
increasingly aware of themselves as subjects of their own history and indispensable actors in the 
development of Africa. In Senegal, for example, this awareness is based upon solidarity among 
women and creativity in the search for appropriate solutions to the problem of family survival. Apart 
from the existence of some theoretical approaches (IFD, Integration of the women in the 
development ; GED, Gender and development, various informal organizations have emerged to 
support the initiatives of African women. The tontines and other similar initiatives should be seen in 
this light. However, there is an imbalance between the success of African women in the economic 
field and their representation in the field of politics. Apart from the fact that conscientization work has 
many facets and involves a long haul, this imbalance shows the need for a convergence of the 
different social movements, especially those concerned with women’s activities. 


